Mennonite Air Missions Handbook- English

To the workers, supporters, and visitors of MenteAir Missions:Welcome to Guatemala, a
land referred to as ‘Land of Eternal Sprinti'is a beautiful country, but like every countiifled with
people who need Christ, people who are living indage to sin. We believe God has called us to share
the Gospel here, and we want to faithfully do thiéd.re blessed to have you available to help. Yoiu w
find that MAM workers are ordinary people who rely the same grace you need to work in God's
Kingdom. So come prepared to pray, work, sacritiee share for the cause of the church in
Guatemala.

From it's beginning in 1972, MAM has had a Bibligalal of establishing indigenous churches.
We aspire to the faith and practice of the earlwNestament Church. To promote this vision, the
administration upholds a fervent prayer life, so@ilole preaching and teaching, a consistent Chnsti
atmosphere, warm fellowship, brokenness in s@int high Christian standards in all areas of daily
life.

We encourage all workers and visitors to maintaserant's attitude We are involved in a
spiritual battle- the rescue of souls. While Guaknis a beautiful country with many interesting
sights, we encourage all visitors to focus firstchmrch work, evangelistic pursuits, edifying waske
and sharing the burden of prayer. Some touringsagittseeing is great, but it should be seen as
secondary.

Please be helpful with daily tasks. Help with therkwou're part of, whether cleanup, dishes,
cooking, maintenance, or any other way you carthdtload of Mission personnel. Remember that
missionaries pay their own expenses for food aet] &ic. The more you share in the work, the more
fulfilled you will be and the more you will blesiseé cause of Christ.

MAM is blessed to have many supporters. Becausieeovolume of visitors, we strongly
encourage you to check with the Mission about selvegl your trip and your intended travel plans
before you finalize them. As much as possibleyseknow your itinerary and expected length of stay.

When travelling to and from Headquarters and othission stations, try to keep the Mission
personnel in charge of meals informed that youniat® be present and how many nights you hope to
stay. Remember that being on time for meals madgsswork for the cooks. Before visiting or serving
with MAM, become familiar with this handbook. If ywe coming as a worker, prepare to comply and
live in harmony with its guidelines. If you're camgifor only a short visit, we do not expect comgplet
compliance, but we would appreciate if you woulshect our standards as much as possible and help
encourage them while working with MAM. A visitoraging over two months should file a formal
application for worker status.

We trust the information found in this handbooki\wélp you prepare for service with MAM,
so that together we can have a spiritually upliftexperience in Guatemala and that souls for Christ
will be our reward.



Lifestyle:

A fresh, up-to-date walk with God is very importalBach person should maintain a
daily time of Bible reading and prayer. Attend auogbport church services and activities
where you are stationed or visiting. Even if yountdd understand the language, your
presence and prayers are a blessing, while yoenabsvould be a poor testimony and
could be discouraging.

. We should be true disciples of Jesus, not givingtioee to living in pleasure. All

participation in professional sports, carnivals¢eses, theatres, dancing, playing with
poker or Rook cards, etc., is to be avoided. Swimgnm public pools is prohibited. If
swimming at beaches, stay clothed and a distaren fipm the opposite gender
(clinging, wet clothing is immodest). Time shoule diven to visitation, encouraging
people in Christ, Gospel singing, and sharing @landiterature, etc.

.The internet and cell phones are both technoldbescan be used in God's work. Both,

however, carry great risks of temptation and misAienembers and visitors with

MAM should use a filter/blocker while using theentet. Guard against wasting time in
needless web surfing, extensive news reading,abisfmess in chat rooms, blogs, or
text messaging. Avoid electronic games with immorafiolent content. We prohibit
watching entertainment movies. Radio and TV usenatecceptable. Be open to
accountability.

. Music is a gift from God. We encourage singing um services, in witness efforts, and

as we go about our daily lives. Wrong music haseahy astray. We prohibit the use of
music where the beat or rhythm is dominant or sgated. All workers and visitors
need to be open to Mission administration about tiee of music. Leave musical
instruments at home.

Each worker is expected to respect and observetbetstandards of their home church
and the standard of the MAM churches concerning ffegsonal appearance. In
addition, MAM has a minimal standard for all thegleo serve as mission personnel;

A. ForBrethren Brethren should present a well-kept appeara®@ndard shirts
are to be worn (not T-shirts nor polo/3-button tshirLong-sleeved shirts should be
worn with the top button closed for worship sergicé/estern style shirts are not to
be worn. Modestly sized jeans are permitted forkvemd recreation, but not for
formal occasions. Brethren should be clean-shawvih the exception of a beard
and mustache worn for conviction's sake. A goateeraustache alone is not
permitted. A belt or suspenders should be worn,shirdtails tucked in. If weather
requires additional top wear, the plain suit shdaddised in formal occasions.

B. ForSisters Dresses should be long (at least mid-calf).tSkieed to have
enough fullness to be modest and to not reveal taromderclothing. Each dress
should have a modest, unadorned cape. Necklinegdsfadlow close to the
neck, not V'ed, sculptured, nor ruffled. Arms sliblok modestly covered.
Sleeves should cover elbows in formal wear. Tighloper sweaters are not



acceptable. If nylons are worn, they should be dérk colour. Socks can be
worn but should cover at least to the hemline. t-igloured, transparent, and
glittery socks are not to be worn. Eyebrows showldbe styled nor any makeup
used. The hair needs to be uncut and modestlygadaisisters are to wear black
veils, which come at least to the front of the &athe crown of the head and
hang at least to the bottom of the hairline. Vefisuld not be sculptured or
edged with lace.

C. Children Children's clothes should be of sufficient sirne &ngth and
consistent with their parents' convictions on sigifyl and modesty.

VI1.Additional Guidelines for Single Workers:

A. Leaving the home setting and entering into &ed#t culture brings special
emotional and relational challenges. We deem itis@wo consider cross-cultural dating
during the first two years of service. Any courpsturing service with MAM needs to
have the full approval of parents and MAM admirstn. Couples should avoid
extended trips without a chaperone, especiallygittnConsult with your pastor or the
mission director.

B. Curfew is at 10:00 PM, except by special permissWhen mission activities call for
working beyond 10:00 PM, single workers are taregpromptly and quietly to their
room when the work is completed.

C. Single workers should notify the appropriatespaes of their plans and whereabouts
when going to town or travelling away from theiapé of service.

* Check with those to whom you are responsible tafsemur plans are
suitable.
* When a vehicle is to be used, clear the use wélotte in charge.
* Be back by dark, unless permission is given otregwi
Sisters are not to be out on the streets alonegwagr two or more should not be out at
night without brethren being along.

VII. Lines of Authority:

A. All Mission workers are to consult with the bmsss committee and/or director for
guidance concerning Mission expenditures.

B. Single workers at Mission Headquarters are tiyeesponsible to the house parents.
Those who work elsewhere are responsible to theallchurch leadership and the
Mission director and bishops.

C. When personnel problems arise, Matthew 18 Imetapplied. If assistance is needed,
consult with the director and/or your local chuleadership.



D. All Mission personnel are responsible to theebior and Mission Board to uphold
and abide by the guidelines outlined in this hamdbo

VIII. What to Bring:

A. For legal documentation bring a valid passpathat least six months time before
expiration date. If you intend to serve more thamsonths, it is good to bring your
birth certificate, marriage license (if marriedjiver's licence, and police report. It is
advisable to check with MAM field personnel to se@nything should be done through
the Guatemala Embassy in the US or Canada prasrtong.

B. Sweaters or light jackets are sometimes neadedrtain parts of Guatemala. Heavy
coats are not needed.

C. If you are coming for an extended stay, you mesh to bring some personal books,
photos, mottos, etc., to help you feel at homeoiarynew setting.

D. For personal enrichment, it is profitable tangrelong study and inspirational books
and a portable CD player, with recordings of godudii€lian singing and some
encouraging messages that can encourage and deallen, especially if you are not
yet fluent in Spanish.

E. A supply of US stamps comes in handy in sendiag back with visitors for mailing
upon their return to the US or Canada.

F. Bring a servant's heart and a willingness te &wimple lifestyle that will both honour
God and bless the Guatemalan Brotherhood.

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizimgn in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them senke all things whatsoever | have commanded
you: and , lo, I am with you alway, even unto thed ef the world. Amen.
Matthew 28: 19, 20

Por tanto, id, y haced discipulos a todas las naeg) bautizandoles en el nombre del Padre, y del
Hijo, y del Espiritu Santo; ensefidandoles que guatdeas las cosas que os he mandado; y he aqui yo
estoy con vosotros todos los dias, hasta el fimagldo. Amén.
Mateo 28: 19, 20



