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Calendar of Events  

 Third Term . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 6 - Feb. 13 

 Missions Involvement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 17- 19 

 Annual Night of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 7 

 Choir Tour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 14 - 21 

 Ministers’ Week . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 17 - 21 

 Fourth Term . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 24 - April 3 

 REACH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 14 

 Graduation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 28 

 Choir Tour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 4 - 11 

 Fifth Term . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 14 - May 22 

   February 17 - 21, 2025 

Media Effects—Harry Argo 

The Book of Hebrews—Marvin Zeiset 

Biblical Manhood—Duane Weber 

The Blessing of Friendship—Joyce Martin 

Living in the Spirit—Carolyn Weber 

The Journey of Serving—Donald Hollinger 

Effective Communication– Anthony Hurst 

Christianity Among Worldviews—Steven Brubaker 

Early Anabaptists—Edsel Burge 

 

Registration: Monday, February 17, 10 am - 12 noon 

Dismissal: Friday, February 21, 1:00 pm 

Costs: Institute rooms - $15 / night,  

meals - $5.00/meal.  

An offering will be taken to help cover  costs. 

Pre-registration is required. 

 

Bless the Lord, O My Soul 
-Clifford Schrock 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits.”  Thus opens Psalm 103.  
The psalmist continues by listing numerous ways in 
which God “daily loads us with benefits.”  The psalm 
concludes with these words, “Bless the Lord, O you 
his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, obeying 
the voice of his word! Bless the Lord, all his hosts, his 
ministers, who do his will.  Bless the Lord, all his 
works, in all places of his dominion.  Bless the Lord, O 
my soul!” 
 The repetition of “Bless the Lord” in these verses is a 
poetic expression for emphasis.  A 
similar use is “Holy, Holy, Holy...”   
This Hebrew word, barak, is used 
in 68 verses in the Psalms alone! 
Certainly, this is a privilege for 
God’s people to respond with 
praise, honor, and worship! 
These passages gave rise to the 
Jewish tradition of short, specific 
prayers throughout the day known 
as brakha.  By New Testament times this was one 
short line that began, “Blessed is He...” So, Jesus’ 
blessing of the loaves and fishes may have been, 
“Blessed is He who bringeth forth bread from the 
earth.”  In the following centuries this was expanded 
to “Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the uni-
verse...” 
These short prayers of blessing were for almost any 
occasion or aspect of life.  “Blessed is he who gives 
sight to the eyes.” Blessed is he who is the true 
judge.”  Blessed is he who has given a pleasant smell 
to fruits.”  Blessed is he who waters the earth.”  
“Blessed is he who does good to the undeserving.” As 
one rabbi said, “There’s a blessing for everything.”  
This prayer habit may have been part of the meaning 
behind Paul’s admonition to “pray without ceasing.”  
What phrases would you add?  
In Philippians, Paul also writes, “Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and  

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.”  Note the connection that Paul makes between 
anxiety, prayer, and thanksgiving.  It is fascinating 
that psychology has affirmed that the brain cannot 
physiologically respond to positive and negative emo-
tions at the same time!  Blessing and gratitude cannot 
coexist with anxiety!  As A.W Tozer says, “He who 
comes to a right belief about God is relieved of 
10,000 temporal problems.”  Or as Urie Sharp used to 
tell the choir, “Praise scatters the enemy.”   
Recently, Michael Burkholder was at SMBI for a week-
end series of messages.  His subtitle was Tips for 

Growing in Inner Spiritual Forti-
tude.  The last message of the 
weekend was on Developing Spir-
itual Disciplines.  These disciplines 
are not life, nor do they produce 
life in themselves, but they are the 
grape arbor structure that facili-
tates healthy life. One of the disci-
plines he identified was worship 
and praise. 

Spiritual disciples are habits which can be developed 
and a habit of praise and worship is certainly some-
thing that we can intentionally cultivate.  As the 
Psalmist says, “I will bless the Lord at all times, his 
praise shall continually be in my mouth.”  That does 
not happen naturally, but we can develop the habit.  
In his great prosperity, the scripture says of Job that 
he “rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt 
offerings...continually.”  When all was lost in a day, 
his response was, “The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken 
away, blessed be the name of the Lord.”  That is not a 
natural response, but he had developed a foundation 
that enabled him to respond well in the midst of great 
calamity.   
As you enjoy the holiday seasons of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas and close out this year, reflect on the good-
ness of God.  Count your many blessings.  Respond 
with blessing. See how many ways you can complete 
this phrase, “Blessed is he who...” 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 

all that is within me, bless His 

holy name! Bless the Lord, O  

my soul, and forget not all  

His benefits.”   



 

 
Aaron & Barb (Schrock) Bontrager 

-Nolan Kenneth 
  

Shawn & Regina (Lehman) King 
- Malachi Robert 

 
 

Jaylin Overholt & Dianna Yoder 
June 15, 2024 

 
Tyler Miller & Amber Hershberger 

October 19, 2024 
 

Sergio Penner & Brianna Petersheim 
November 2, 2024 

How to Support... 

You can use the QR code to the 
right or go to smbi.org to contribute 
online.  You can also mail a check to 
the office, contribute through your 
church, or donate anonymously 
through AF as described above.   

Please email the office with address 
changes, updates, and alumni news. 

Follow us on Facebook for updates! 
Sharon Mennonite Bible Institute 

New CD Release 
One Faith, One Hope, One Lord 

-To Thee, O Lord, We Sing -One Faith, One Hope, One Lord  -I Believe 
-Secure -Whispering Hope  -I Know That My Redeemer Lives  -My Bless-
ing  -I Am He!  -Holy, Holy, Holy  -Upon This Rock  -I Am the Church 
-Rise Up, O Men of God  -Lord, Build Your Church 
-Revive Us Again  -How Pleasant Thus to Dwell 

SHARON MENNONITE BIBLE INSTITUTE                            
Financial Report  

July 1, 2023 - June, 30 2024 
INCOME  
CHOIR MUSIC                      6,726.25 
CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS   96,299.52 
FACILITIES RENTAL                 32,174.00 
INTEREST                    3,664.24 
MEDIA SALES     10,796.54 
PERSONAL CONTRIBUTIONS                83,402.57 
RESALE ITEMS        2,622.52 
ROOM & BOARD               178,445.63 
SNACK BAR        3,805.00 
STUDENT SERVICES                   7,139.99 
TUITION                            158,600.00 
VEHICLE            219.25 
YEARBOOK                                1,515.15 
Total Income                585,410.66 
  
EXPENSE  
BANK & CREDIT CARD FEES                  3,619.66 
BUILDING IMPROVEMENT                82,759.15 
CHOIR MUSIC AND CDs                14,278.57 
ELECTRIC                              28,273.37 
FOOD                   94,513.57 
FUEL                   11,028.96 
GIFTS & REMUNERATION                22,310.01 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY                             8,095.37 
INSURANCE                  10,641.62 
MAINTENANCE & BUILDING REPAIR   28,545.72 
OFFICE & PRINTING                             14,552.93 
PAYROLL                246,033.41 
PAYROLL TAX                  17,483.96 
POSTAGE                    3,030.70 
PUBLICATIONS                    2,869.41 
REAL ESTATE TAX                14,792.90 
RENT                         6,727.28 
RESALE                    2,912.76 
SANITATION                               2,891.40 
SNACKBAR                   2,669.87 
STAFF DEVELOPMENT                  3,757.10 
STUDENT AID                             16,315.00 
SUPPLIES                 16,960.78 
TRAVEL                        2,526.60 
VEHICLE EXPENSE                  2,820.22 
YEARBOOK EXPENSE                              1,803.06 
Total Expense               662,213.38 
  
Net Income                -76,802.72 
 
*report does not include choir tours and WATER 

Cd - $15 

 Scan the QR code to order through our website 

 email the office - smbi@ smbi.org 

 Also available on digital platforms 

REACH 2025 
March 13-14, 2025 

 
REACH brings together conservative Anabap-
tist ministries and Kingdom workers from all 
walks of life. Join us for this two-day program 
that includes 120 breakout sessions to sup-
port and equip people in ministry and all 
those with a desire for service. 61 partici-
pating ministries share their vision in focus 
sessions and displays. General sessions tie 
the event together with sermons, singing, 
and prayer. All are welcome! 
Location: David Lawrence Convention Cen-
ter, Pittsburgh, PA 
For more information and to register:  
https://www.fbep.org/attend/events/reach/ 

NIGHT of MUSIC 

February 7, 2025  7:00 pm 

Held on Campus 
Sharon Mennonite Bible Institute 

7304 Lincoln Highway 
Harrisonville, PA 17228 

 

When registering at hotels, mention that you      
are with - 

         Sharon Mennonite Bible Institute 

Upcoming Events 

Anabaptist History Tour 
October 17—29, 2025, 

We invite you to consider joining us on an Anabaptist History Tour  to Holland, 
Switzerland, and Germany.  Numerous native speakers and guides will contrib-
ute to this study tour directed by Myron & Mary Jantzi. At this point registra-
tion is open for anyone wishing to join. To sign up visit our website or contact 

the office. See the June-Aug. Monitor at smbi.org for more information. 

Thank You!   First, we express our deep appreciation for the 
financial support which makes it possible for hundreds of peo-
ple to enjoy the opportunities provided by SMBI.  These con-
tributions help to keep the programs affordable for all who 
attend and provide for facilities improvements.  Approximate-
ly 1/3 of the budget is provided by personal, church, and busi-
ness donors.  Thank you to the many who have contributed 
over the past year! 
 
Student Aid  provides discounts for school teachers, students 
who have been in voluntary service for a year or more, pas-
tors, and those with specific financial needs.  In 2023-24, this 
was $16,316.  This is typically paid for by general contribu-
tions.  However, this year we made this available as a specific 
donation opportunity and  $5,500 was designated for this 
fund.  If you wish to contribute specifically for this need, simp-
ly include a note with your donation.   
 
Recurring Contributions can be set up at smbi.org or you can 
use the QR code below.  We are very grateful for this small 
group of monthly supporters who contribute nearly $600/
month. It would be exciting to see this double in the coming 
year.  Small amounts make a big impact with recurring contri-
butions.  Just $1/day is $30/month and $360/year.  If we had 
50 contributors at this level, it would add $18,000 to the an-
nual budget!    
 
Building Improvements in the 2023-24 fiscal year included 
new carpet in the main hallway of the school.  We replaced 
the last three HVAC units in the main building to complete 
that multi-year upgrade.  Some apartment work was also done 
with a bathroom remodel and new carpet in apt. 1.  Mini-
splits were added in two apartments that previously had elec-
tric heat and window A/C.  Once again we are grateful for the 
donors who made this work possible!  It is a constant work to 
keep the facilities in good repair and provide a comfortable 
environment for all who use them.   
 
Anabaptist Financial provides an avenue of giving for those 
who may wish to do so anonymously.  They also provide guid-
ance for estate planning, creative giving with real estate or 
commodities, and other stewardship questions.  They can be 
reached at afweb.org or 55 Whisper Creek Drive, Lewisburg, 
PA  17837.   


