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my soul!”

The repetition of “Bless the Lord” in these verses is a
poetic expression for emphasis. A

similar use is “Holy, Holy, Holy...”

Recently, Michael Burkholder was at SI
end series of messages. His subtitl
Growing in Inner
tude. The last n

This Hebrew word, barak, is used “Bless the |_|:|r‘|:|, 1 my SIIIU|, and weekend was on L
in 68 verses in the Psalms alone! all that is within me, bless His itual Disciplines. TI

Certainly, this is a privilege for
God’s people to respond with

holy name! Bless the Lord, 0

are not life, nor dq
life in themselves, k

praise, honor, and worship! my soul, and fur‘get not all grape arbor struct
These passages gave rise to the His benefits.” tates healthy life. C

Jewish tradition of short, specific

prayers throughout the day known

as brakha. By New Testament times this was one
short line that began, “Blessed is He...” So, Jesus’
blessing of the loaves and fishes may have been,
“Blessed is He who bringeth forth bread from the
earth.” In the following centuries this was expanded
to “Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the uni-
verse...”

These short prayers of blessing were for almost any
occasion or aspect of life. “Blessed is he who gives
sight to the eyes.” Blessed is he who is the true
judge.” Blessed is he who has given a pleasant smell
to fruits.” Blessed is he who waters the earth.”
“Blessed is he who does good to the undeserving.” As
one rabbi said, “There’s a blessing for everything.”
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and praise.
Spiritual disciples are habits which car
and a habit of praise and worship is
thing that we can intentionally cult
Psalmist says, “I will bless the Lord ¢
praise shall continually be in my mou
not happen naturally, but we can dev
In his great prosperity, the scripture s
he “rose up early in the morning, anc
offerings...continually.” When all wa:
his response was, “The Lord gave, the |
away, blessed be the name of the Lord
natural response, but he had develope
that enabled him to respond well in the
calamity.
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tributions help to keep the programs affordable for all who
attend and provide for facilities improvements. Approximate-
ly 1/3 of the budget is provided by personal, church, and busi-
ness donors. Thank you to the many who have contributed
over the past year!

Student Aid provides discounts for school teachers, students
who have been in voluntary service for a year or more, pas-
tors, and those with specific financial needs. In 2023-24, this
was $16,316. This is typically paid for by general contribu-
tions. However, this year we made this available as a specific
donation opportunity and $5,500 was designated for this
fund. If you wish to contribute specifically for this need, simp-
ly include a note with your donation.

Recurring Contributions can be set up at smbi.org or you can
use the QR code below. We are very grateful for this small
group of monthly supporters who contribute nearly $600/
month. It would be exciting to see this double in the coming
year. Small amounts make a big impact with recurring contri-
butions. Just S1/day is $30/month and $360/year. If we had
50 contributors at this level, it would add $18,000 to the an-
nual budget!

Building Improvements in the 2023-24 fiscal year included
new carpet in the main hallway of the school. We replaced
the last three HVAC units in the main building to complete
that multi-year upgrade. Some apartment work was also done
with a bathroom remodel and new carpet in apt. 1. Mini-
splits were added in two apartments that previously had elec-
tric heat and window A/C. Once again we are grateful for the
donors who made this work possible! It is a constant work to
keep the facilities in good repair and provide a comfortable
environment for all who use them.

Anabaptist Financial provides an avenue of giving for those
who may wish to do so anonymously. They also provide guid-
ance for estate planning, creative giving with real estate or
commodities, and other stewardship questions. They can be
reached at afweb.org or 55 Whisper Creek Drive, Lewisburg,
PA 17837.

How to Support...

You can use the QR code to the Em
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-Nolan Kenneth

Tyler Miller & Amber Hershberger
Shawn & Regina (Lehman) King October 19, 2024
- Malachi Robert

Sergio Penner & Brianna Petersheim
November 2, 2024

. . Follow us on Faceboc
Anabaptist History Tour Sharon Menmonite
October 17—29, 2025,
We invite you to consider joining us on an Anabaptist History Tour to Holland,
Switzerland, and Germany. Numerous native speakers and guides will contrib-
ute to this study tour directed by Myron & Mary Jantzi. At this point registra- .

tion is open for anyone wishing to join. To sign up visit our website or contact Upcommg
the office. See the June-Aug. Monitor at smbi.org for more information.
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-To Thee, O Lord, We Sing -One Faith, One Hope, One Lord -I Believe
-Secure -Whispering Hope -I Know That My Redeemer Lives -My Bless-



